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Return of 
trimmed-down 
Elliott has 


Cowboys smiling 1s 


HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

x Strawn female 
kicker won't let 
football history 
get in her way 1s 
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Fired sergeant had 
‘no basis’ for arrest, 
police letter says 


her into custody, according to a 
charging letter released by the 
Police Department on Tuesday. 
Sgt. Kenneth Pierce had in- 
structed a rookie officer to use 
a Taser on Dorshay Morris, 29, 
during the incident outside her 
apartment in east Fort Worth. 
Police Chief Joel Fitzgerald 
announced Pierce’s firing on 
Monday, saying in a statement 


BY RYAN OSBORNE AND 
PRESCOTTE STOKES III 


rosborne@star-telegram.com 
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FORT WORTH 
A 22-year Fort Worth police 
veteran was fired this week 
because he wrongfully arrested 
a woman in August and used 
“unreasonable force” to take 


that Pierce became “impatient” 
and “initiated an unnecessary 
physical confrontation” with 
Morris. 

The specific charges against 
Pierce revealed in the letter 
Tuesday were neglect of duty, 
failure to supervise and vio- 
lating the department’s use-of- 
force policy. 

Pierce’s attorney, Terry Daf- 


fron, and Rick Van Houten, 
president of the Fort Worth 
Police Officers Association, 
criticized the chief’s decision in 
a news conference Tuesday. 

Fitzgerald “got this one 
wrong,” Van Houten said, add- 
ing that the “facts of this case 
do not add up to a termination” 
for Pierce. 

Van Houten and Daffron also 
released the 911 call that led to 
the arrest as well as a report 
filed by the Police Depart- 
ment’s use-of-force expert, who 
said Pierce’s behavior was 
“well within the FWPD Use of 
Force policy and falls in line 
with what is commonly taught 
to both recruits and incum- 
bents.” 

Cpl. Chancey Pogue, the 
use-of-force expert, said he 
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RECORD RAINFALL DRENCHES NORTH TEXAS 
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JOYCE MARSHALL jlmarshall@star-telegram 


It was a rainy day in Fort Worth’s Cultural District, and across North Texas, on Tuesday, when a dry fall neared its end with a rainfall record. 


Storms moved into North Texas early Tuesday and really picked up as coffee was brewing. Numerous 
accidents were reported across Dallas-Fort Worth, but no major flooding occurred. The rain stopped briefly 
at midmorning but later returned. By 5:30 p.m. it had rained a record 2.79 inches at Dallas/Fort Worth Air- 
port, breaking the old mark of 1.56 inches set in 1911. Lee Williams reports, 4A 


Tax plan 
has major 
features 
pushed 
by Cruz 


BY ANDREA DRUSCH 
adrusch@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas 
stamped his conservative brand 
on the GOP’s tax bill. Now his 
and other Republicans’ political 
futures could hinge on its suc- 
cess or failure. 

From starring in a string of 
nationally televised debates to 
brokering last-minute deals with 
his Republican colleagues, the 
first-term senator has been 
intimately involved in shaping 
the legislation that Republicans 
hope to have signed into law 
before Christmas. 

That bill, which Cruz helped 
rally Republicans behind, has 
drawn praise from GOP groups 
as a once-in-a-generation 
achievement on the party’s 
biggest policy goal. 

“After years of stagnation, 
Americans are about to see 
growth, investment and more 
money in their paychecks for 
the first time in quite a while,” 
Americans for Prosperity Presi- 
dent Tim Phillips said Tuesday. 

Its actual political impact is 
anything but certain. 

A Dec. 10-12 Monmouth 
University poll showed the pub- 
lic disapproval of the bill at 47 
percent, compared to 26 percent 
who approved. 

And Cruz’s Democratic chal- 
lenger, Rep. Beto O’Rourke, 
D-El Paso — who has said very 
little about the senator since 
joining the race last March — is 
eagerly tearing into him over 
the tax bill. 

“This is the first thing that 
he’s been part of that will be a 
bona fide accomplishment, and 
it’s going to hurt the majority of 
working families in Texas,” 
O’Rourke said in an interview 
Tuesday with the Star-Tele- 
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House passes the GOP tax bill, but is forced 
to vote on it again 1A 


THE COWGIRL CHEF 


FOND MEMORIES OF 
HOLIDAY BRUNCH 


After the packages had been 
opened, we would come 
together for brunch, and for 
that brief time, we felt like a 
family. 1C 
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SOUTHWEST HIGH 
COACH DIES 


Students, faculty and 
parents mourn the death 
of Southwest High School 
girls basketball coach 
Reginald Seastrunk. 6A 
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WILLIE’S SONG HAS 
FORT WORTH TIES 


— Willie Nelson’s song ‘Pretty 


Paper,’ about a vendor with a 
disability, is based on a Santo 
man outside a Fort Worth 
department store. 5A 
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Mesh Office 
Chair 
5 Year Warranty! 
SRP $384 


ErgoHuman Chair 
Available in Black, 
Copper & Silver 
SRP $1,249 


Apollo Chair 
High Back or Mid 
Back Available 
SRP $480 


Eam. Wide aree 

rap 

Office Phair 
Supports up to 


350lbs! 
SRP $510 


Bonded Leather Temper-Pedic 
Executive Chair High Back 
Available in Leather Chair 
Black or Brown Best Seller! 
SRP $350 SRP $906 


SS 
SALE: $659 SALE: $218 


DALLAS STORE & OUTLET ° 15101 Midway Rd., Addison, TX 75001 ° 972.385.1911 
FT. WORTH STORE & OUTLET ° 8100 Bedford Euless Rd., N. Richland Hills, TX 76180 * 817.577.2300 
DALLAS CLEARANCE OUTLET ° 13550 Stemmons Fwy, Dallas, TX 75234 * 972.484.1102 (merchandise varies) 


SALE: $269 


SALE: $259 


HOURS: 
Mon-Fri 9-6pm ° Sat 10-6pm * Sun Closed 
(Dallas Clearance Outlet closed Mondays) 
FurnitureByCharter.com 
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